A cost comparison of hospice care in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and lung cancer.
The authors compare the cost of hospice care provided to 25 amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) patients and 159 lung cancer patients by the Wissahickon Hospice of the University of Pennsylvania. The mean length of stay was 86.7 days for ALS patients and 35.0 days for patients with lung cancer (P = .011). The mean per patient cost was 5622.93 dollars for the ALS patients and 2658.91 dollars for patients with lung cancer (P = .057) The average operating margin excluding administrative costs was 5293.04 dollars for ALS patients and 2126.74 dollars for patients with lung cancer (P = .008). The longer length of stay (LOS) accounts for this difference. Longer LOS can be accomplished by close clinical monitoring of ALS patients for the development of life threatening respiratory and/or nutritional compromise and by liberalizing the present hospice admission guidelines.